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August 31, 2020 

 

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 

500 W. Temple St. 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

Sent via email 

 

Dear Supervisors, 

 

As leaders of organizations working at the intersection of immigrants’ rights, workers’ 

rights, and criminal legal system reform, we write to urge you to prohibit the expenditure of 

County resources to facilitate federal immigration authorities’ arrest and detention of community 

members in the custody of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, absent a judicial 

warrant or judicial probable cause determination.  This move would align County policy with the 

Sheriff’s Department’s moratorium on transfers to immigration authorities absent a judicial 

probable cause determination, as well as with policies of other jurisdictions throughout 

California and the country.  It is time for Los Angeles County, as the county with one of the 

richest and most diverse immigrant communities, to create this necessary layer of protection to 

safeguard our community members’ constitutional rights as well as the County’s finances. 

 

Los Angeles County is home to about 3.6 million immigrants, accounting for 36 percent 

of the county’s population.1  The county’s immigrant residents—whether naturalized U.S. 

citizens, permanent residents, or undocumented—are valued and integral members of our social 

and economic fabric.  Nearly 60 percent of all children born in the county have at least one 

immigrant parent, and most of the county’s noncitizen population—nearly 70 percent—has lived 

in the United States for more than a decade.2  

 

Accordingly, immigration has been one of the County’s top priorities.3  With Supervisor 

Solis’s and your leadership, the County has been committed to serving the needs of immigrant 

community members and protecting their rights in the face of numerous vulnerabilities and 

threats.  Just in the last few years, the County has established a robust Office of Immigrant 

Affairs designed to be a “one-stop shop” for immigration services to county residents;4 has 

created the Los Angeles Justice Fund (“LAJF”) to defend immigrants against immigration 

detention and deportation;5 and has strengthened the public defender system’s immigration 

expertise and its capacity to effectively represent noncitizen indigent clients.6 

 

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, instead of working to flatten the curve, U.S. 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”) has directly contributed to the spreading of the 

virus in California and throughout the country.7  As of July 14, 2020, ICE’s own records showed 

that there were 3,183 positive cases among 13,562 people tested in its custody nationwide.8  ICE 

did not clarify whether the remaining tests were confirmed negative or still pending—meaning 

that a minimum of 23.5 percent tested positive through July 14, 2020.  Worse, new research 

indicates that ICE has been severely underreporting the prevalence of COVID-19 in its detention 

facilities; the true infection rate among detained individuals may be 15 times greater than 

reported by ICE.9  According to ICE, five individuals in its custody have died of COVID-19 thus 
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far, but this figure only tracks deaths in custody and not those who contract the virus in detention 

but then die after release or deportation.10  

 

At the Adelanto ICE detention facility, where ICE usually detains immigrant Angelenos, 

medical care has been wholly inadequate even under normal circumstances.11  During the 

pandemic, despite Center for Disease Control guidelines and expert recommendations to limit or 

suspend new bookings and sharply restrict transfers, ICE has continued to conduct transfers 

between facilities; indeed, since the pandemic began, transfers from jails and prisons have 

become the primary source of ICE’s new bookings in California.12  According to LAJF 

providers, the GEO Group, Inc.—the private corporation contracted to run Adelanto—has not 

provided hand soap, requiring detained individuals to purchase shampoo to use as hand soap.  It 

has also been impossible for people to practice social distancing as GEO forces them into 

crowded cells with up to eight people in them, and requires them to eat in the cafeteria in groups 

of at least 40 people, often only inches away from each other.  More recently, GEO has used a 

chemical agent known as “HDQ Neutral,” despite countless reports of the adverse health effects 

people exposed to it have experienced, including bloody noses, rashes, eye inflammation and 

irritation, coughing fits, and vomiting.13  And although ICE has received about 1,900 COVID-19 

test kits for Adelanto, it has refused to allow the vast majority of them to be used.14 

 

ICE’s callous disregard for human lives has been decried even by medical doctors from 

the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and by federal courts across the country.15  Federal 

courts have consistently found ICE’s conduct during the pandemic to violate the substantive due 

process rights of its detainees in all five of its California facilities.16  At Adelanto, the federal 

district court in Los Angeles has noted that the conditions of confinement are “inconsistent with 

contemporary standards of human decency.”17  Recently, the court removed ICE from the 

custody determination process at Adelanto entirely—an unprecedented move.18        

 

ICE’s violations of the constitutional rights of people it arrests and detains has been well-

established even prior to COVID-19.  In September 2019, in Gonzalez v. ICE,  the federal district 

court in Los Angeles held that ICE detainer requests to local law enforcement agencies largely 

violated the Fourth Amendment because they were based on databases too error-ridden and 

incomplete to be reliable sources of information for probable cause determinations.19  The court 

emphasized that ICE’s sole dependence on databases resulted in “many U.S. citizens becom[ing] 

exposed to possible false arrest,” and wrongfully detained for ICE.20  For example, at the request 

of ICE, the Sheriff’s Department detained plaintiff Gerardo Gonzalez, a U.S. citizen born in 

Pacoima, California.21  In short, ICE detainer requests need to be supported by a judicial 

probable cause determination to avoid risking violating the constitutional rights of Angelenos 

targeted by ICE.  This layer of protection is especially important because the County does not 

collect information about immigration status and is left in the position of having to rely on ICE’s 

information about an individual’s immigration status.   

 

In May 2019, the Sheriff’s Civilian Oversight Commission (“COC”) recommended that 

the Sheriff’s Department should not permit ICE or its private contractors to access any 

departmental property, including jails, and should not honor ICE requests to cooperate in the 

transfer of any individual to ICE custody, unless required by law—that is, unless ICE presents a 

judicial probable cause determination.22  The COC report also noted that the Sheriff’s 
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Department spends at least $1,378,000 a year in employing custody assistants to carry out duties 

associated with facilitating ICE transfers.23  The use of these County resources undermines not 

only the County’s investment of $1.5 million a year in the LAJF, a program designed to provide 

immigration lawyers to defend families against immigration detention and deportation, but also 

the County’s commitment to protecting immigrants, their families, and co-workers from 

immigration enforcement overreach.  In fact, LAJF providers have had to defend county 

residents who only ended up in ICE detention and deportation proceedings because they were 

transferred from Sheriff’s Department custody.  

 

We have long asked the Sheriff’s Department to stop its entanglement with immigration 

agents.  This practice has destroyed community trust and undermined public safety.24  It has 

wasted County taxpayer resources that are all too precious now during this unprecedented public 

health and economic crisis.  It has contributed to thousands of family separations.25  Importantly, 

these ICE transfers have led to county residents being detained for prolonged, often indefinite 

periods in immigration detention while they fight their cases.26  As a significant number of 

detained immigrants are workers and often the primary breadwinners in their families, many 

have lost employment and the ability to provide for their families while detained.27  In turn, 

families’ financial devastation has increasingly burdened the County’s social safety net.28 

 

In this context, the sheriff’s August 3, 2020 letter making the Sheriff’s Department 

moratorium on ICE transfers “permanent” is a step in the right direction.  Nevertheless, despite 

the letter’s description of the moratorium as “permanent,” it is not so.  Rather, the policy is still 

temporary, as it is subject to be terminated or reversed at the discretion of the sheriff, whether the 

current sheriff or his successors. 

 

Therefore, we respectfully urge the Board of Supervisors to take the final step and 

enshrine the sheriff’s policy into County policy.  We must ensure, once and for all, that our 

community members do not end up in the clutches of a rogue agency with no regard for their 

civil and human rights.  As an important statement of the County’s values, and to create a 

necessary and truly permanent layer of protection to safeguard our people’s constitutional rights 

as well as the County’s finances, the County should require ICE and federal immigration 

authorities to obtain a judicial probable cause determination if they seek to arrest and detain 

immigrant Angelenos in Sheriff’s Department custody.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Ada Briceno 

Co-president  

UNITE-HERE Local 11 

Hector Villagra 

Executive Director   

ACLU of Southern California 

Angelica Salas  

Executive Director   

CHIRLA 
 

Gilda Valdez 

Chief of Staff 

SEIU 721 

Cecily Myart-Cruz 

President 

UTLA 
 

Martha Arevalo 

Executive Director 

CARECEN 

Sam Lewis 

Executive Director 

Anti-Recidivism Coalition 
 

Alex Sanchez 

Executive Director 

Homies Unidos 

 

Alberto Retana 

Executive Director 

Community Coalition 
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Nana Gyamfi 

Executive Director 

Black Alliance for Just 

Immigration 

Lindsay Toczylowski 

Executive Director 

Immigrant Defenders Law 

Center 
 

Pastor Cue Jn-Marie 

Faith-Rooted Organizer 

Clergy & Laity United for 

Economic Justice  
 

Ivette Alé   

Executive Team Member and 

Coordinator 

JusticeLA 

Cynthia Buiza 

Executive Director 

California Immigrant Policy 

Center 

Marielena Hincapié 

Executive Director 

National Immigration Law 

Center 
 

Phal Sok 

Crimmigration Coordinator 

Youth Justice Coalition 
 

Eunisses Hernandez 

Co-Founder 

La Defenx  
 

David Huerta 

President 

SEIU USWW 

John Grant 

President 

UFCW Local 770 
 

Maria Brenes 

Executive Director 

Inner City Struggle 

Fayaz Nawabi 

Policy & Advocacy Manager 

CAIR – LA  

Stephanie Molen 

Executive Director 

Strength United 
 

Black Lives Matter – Los 

Angeles 

 

National Lawyers Guild – 

Los Angeles 

 

Freedom for Immigrants  Dignity and Power Now Homeboy Industries  
 

A New Way of Life Reentry 

Project 
 

AFSCME Local 148, LA 

County Public Defenders 

Union 
 

National Day Laborer 

Organizing Network 

Ground Game LA 
 

Brotherhood Crusade White People for Black Lives 
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